TEACHERS OF THE DECCAN
2. CHOKHAMELA : THE MHAR POET
ONE of Dayandev's earliest followers was a Mhar
called Chokhamela. His father and mother Sudama
and Muktabai lived at Anagod near Pandharpur.
They were rich as Mhars go. They owned no less
than half the Mhar watan lands of the village; but
they were childless and therefore unhappy, To ob-
tain a son Sudama made no less than two hundred
and forty-four pilgrimages to Pandharpur. One day
in her husband's absence, it fell to Muktabai to con-
vey two hundred mangoes from the Mhar lands to
be divided by the Musulman governor of Bedar,
As Muktabai walked, a starving Brahman met her
and asked for some mangoes. She at first refused,
because, until the Musulman governor had divided
the fruit, she could not give even her own share
away. The Brahman fell on the ground and vowed
that he would die unless he got some food. In
despair the kind-hearted Muktabai gave him five
mangoes. The hungry man ate them all and blessed
her, 'You gave me five mangoes/ he said, 'you shall
therefore have five children. Call the eldest Chokha,
because I have sucked (chokhanen) the mangoes/
With these words the Brahman vanished. When
Muktabai reached Bedar the governor's clerk re-
ported that she had come very late and that instead
of two hundred she had brought two hundred and